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Objectives of the Course 

 To equip students to critically engage with core research philosophies 

(decolonial, constructivist, poststructural) and paradigms (positivist, 

interpretivist) in PCS. 

 To develop proficiency in designing qualitative-dominant research (narrative, 

CDA, ethnography, etc.) and integrating quantitative/mixed methods for 

conflict contexts. 

 To enable students to formulate research problems, construct literature 

reviews (MEAL), and design ethical methodologies for (post-) conflict zones. 

 To cultivate an ability to critique research designs, use of EndNote software, 

analyze data using SPSS, MAXQDA/NVivo, and evaluate epistemological 

assumptions in PCS scholarship. 

 To train students to navigate ethical challenges (danger zones, plagiarism) 

and ethical use of technology in peace and conflict research. 

Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course, the students should be able to:  

 Distinguish between positivist, interpretivist, and decolonial paradigms, 

justifying their implications for PCS research design. 

 Describe and compare the major quantitative and qualitative research 

methods in PCS research. 

 Construct rigorous qualitative studies (e.g., narrative inquiry, CDA) and basic 

quantitative/mixed-methods proposals addressing peace/conflict problems. 

 Develop literature reviews using the MEAL approach and theoretical 

frameworks aligned with research questions/hypotheses. 



 Evaluate methodological strengths/limitations in PCS literature and perform 

descriptive statistical or thematic analysis using relevant software. 

 Formulate context-specific safety protocols, ethical safeguards, and anti-

plagiarism practices for fieldwork in fragile settings. 

 Defend research proposals orally, integrating methodological justification and 

critical self-reflection. 

Course Contents 

 Course Introduction 

 Contextualizing Research in PCS: Origins, past, present and the future 

 Historicities, Epistemology, Ontology, Methodology, decoloniality 

o Paradigms: Positivism, Post-positivism, Interpretivism 

 Introduction to Select Research Philosophies (Constructivism, 

Poststructuralism, Postmodernism, Posthumanism) 

o Qual/Quant/Mixed, Inductive/Deductive 

 Selecting and Defining a problem (Research Questions and Hypothesis)  

 Literature Review (MEAL Approach) 

 Research Design Components of Quant (Selecting Sample, Measuring 

Instrument(s), Survey, Correlational, Causal-Comparative, Experimental, and 

single-subject-experimental Research) 

o Qual (interviews, FGDs, Observation, Archives/Records) 

 Six Approaches in Qual PCS Research (Narrative Research, 

Phenomenological Research) 

 Six Approaches in Qual PCS Research (Grounded Theory, Case Study)  

 Six Approaches in Qual PCS Research (Ethnography/Virtual Ethnography, 

Critical Discourse Analysis, (and DA) 

 Descriptive Statistics, Inferential Statistics/Analysis Software (SPSS, & 

MAXQDA, or NVivo) 

 Action Research + Mixed Method Research in PCS (Exploratory Sequential, 

and Convergent Parallel Designs). Qual Research Data Analysis and 

Interpretation (steps & Strategies)  

 Reporting & Critiquing, and Evaluating Research   



 Research in (post) Conflict/danger  Zones + Use of Technology (EndNote), 

ethical considerations + Avoiding Plagiarism 

 

Nature of Assessment 

Nature of Exam Duration Frequency Weighting 

(%age) 

End semester exam 3 hours 1 30 – 50 

Mid Term 2 hours 1 15 – 25 

Quizzes - Minimum: 3 05 – 15 

Class Participation - - 0 – 5* 

Assignments / 

Project(s) / Case 

Studies 

Own time - 10 – 40 

a. *Shall be allocated only if there are no case studies. 
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